In 2019, the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) evaluated
one hundred eleven local ordinances from jurisdictions across the commonwealth
regarding horse stocking rates. Information collected was divided into two
categories: ordinances pertaining to residential zoning and ordinances pertaining
to agricultural zoning. The most utilized stocking rate was 1 horse per acre.

Residential Zoning

Of the 111 jurisdictions evaluated, 25 localities didn’t permit horses on residential
zoned lands and 46 did not identify a specific stocking rate for horses. Of the 40
localities that did address equine stocking rates in their residential zoning
ordinances, densities varied and can be seen in the table below.!

Residential Zoned Lands Frequency of
Permitted Horse Stocking Rate Response
Variable 3
0.14 acres/horse or 7 horses/ac. 1
0.33 acres/horse or 3 horses/ac. 2
0.5 acres/horse or 2 horses/ac. 2

1.0 acres/horse or 1 horse/ac. 16

1.5 acres/horse or 0.66 horses/ac.

2 acres/horse or 0.5 horses/ac.

2.5 acres/horse or 0.4 horses/ac.
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3.0 acres/horse or 0.33 horses/ac.

Agricultural Zoning

Of the 111 jurisdictions evaluated, 13 localities didn’t permit horses on
agricultural zoned lands and 78, or 70% did not identify a specific stocking rate for
horses. Of the 20 localities that did address equine stocking rates in their ag
zoning ordinances, densities varied and can be seen in the table below.!

Agricultural Zoned Lands Frequency of
Permitted Horse Stocking Rate Response
Variable 1

0.06 acres/horse or 16 horses/ac. 1




0.14 acres/horse or 7 horses/ac. 1
0.25 acres/horse or 4 horses/ac. 1
0.33 acres/horse or 3 horses/ac. 3
1.0 acres/horse or 1 horse/ac. 10
1.5 acres/horse or 0.66 horses/ac. 2
2 acres/horse or 0.5 horses/ac. 1
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